Rouss and AWAKEN His People inthe 
"WORK of their DAT, 
O R, 

TheSAiNnTs Great and Preſent Du T y, in Bearing |- 
and Declaring a Publick Tees Timony and W 1 T- 

NES for GoD, in Owning the Lox D and His 

Wayes before the face of all Men,and in the midſt 

- of all OexeosITION. , 

Being a Seaſonable WO RD, to-Alarm. thofe that ſeem ready to 
Draw Back, that now they Stand up ( by Improving Spiritual 
Weapons, Epheſ. 6. 13,17. )for their Kel: g:0us CMEET INGS, 
and Holy SERVICES, notwithſtanding mens Acts and Decrees 

to the contrary, | 


Alſo ſome: Sound ARGHMENT Sat the End of this Book,to Con- I 
firm the Truth Aferted ; By: a Frignd of known Integrity. | 


Written by EDYY ARD DE UAMAINE, A Servant of 
the LORD of Hoſts and KING of Kings ; and one of 
the leaſt of the yet many Thouſands in F«dsh, that have kept 
their Garments Spotleſs,and their Virgin State Undefiled,from 
the filth and pollution of this Age. 


Fer. : 30,21, Who ts.he that engageth his Heart to approach, or ap-- 
pear for me, ſaiththe Lord, 
Nehem. 6. 11. Shoxld ſuch a man as I flee ? 


London, Printed by S. Dover, and are to b2 had at his Houſe in þ. |; *} 
_  Chriſhophers Alley, in Martins Le Grand, 166x, _ 1-4: 
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| Fats SHORT 
Epiſtle Dedicated 
T © 


The Churches and Congregations .of Chriſt in this Nas 
tion,. that have Wimellzd, Profeſſed and PraQtiſed, 
aPure Separation, from allthe. Worlds Worſhips, 
Ordinances, and Traditions : Grace, Mercy.and 
Peace be multiplied to youin the Lord Jeſus. 


Dearly Beloved, 


0. aremuthupon my heart, and in-my thoughts; 
I think my, Self, yea-Lafe well beſtowed, if ſpent, 
or offered on your ſervice and behalf;nothing will 
ſo much contribute to my joy, yea in-a manner an adaition 
to my Life, if ye ſtand faithful for God in this Day, andin 
the Traals you will meet withal. Oh my Friends, God Calls , 
Hu Servants Call, His Diſpenſation Calls, for you now to 
appear and ſtand up, like men for God ; it s the deſire of my 
| ' foul that 1 may ſee your Faces with oy, in the day of ac- 
Count 5 and that will not be, unleſs T ſee your Faces, your 
| Lives ,with boldneſs and faithfulneſs for God. 
Having ſome leiſure ſince my enlargment from Jehovah's 
Furnace, im viſiting ſome of the Lords People, I thought 
it needful to preſent this following Treatiſe to your uſe, you 
Heirs of Glory, born of a high Birth from dbove, deſ- 
| cended 
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cended from w AE Race of Heaven, to youthis Mite is 
given. Oh | me-thinks when T conſider, what you are barn 
to, what you are Heirs of , what a Father you have, what 
a Kingdom and Glory to vecerue, Þ cannot ſerue you toa 
much, nor do enough for you. 

And I hope in the ſence of what God hath-done for you,and 
your Intereſt in him,will draw: you forth, yea be ſo-prevalent 
zpon your Spirits, that ye cannot dv enough, or boſe enough 
for him: Count nothing to dear to part with for him,no Ene- 
mes ſo great, ſo potent,that can-make you deſert the Lord. 
My beloved, if you would be of ſuch a ſpirit, as F treat of 
. znthis Epiſtle, you muſt ſet light by the things here, have all 
of that nature under your feet, you muſt ate to the World, 
and have your gave crucified to tt. "I" 

Soearneftl ng for yaur great Propreſs and preſſin 
forward im ref NOR of Lam Gd ond es FS 
deſiring the great proſperity of your Inward man, with the 
once more Reviving, Flouriſhing ſtate of Beauty and Glory 
of the Churches of Chriſt in theſe Nations : I reſt, 


Your Brother and Companion, in the 
- Sufferings and Tribulation of our 
Lord and King 3; unto whom be all 
glory honor and praiſe in his Church 
throughout all Ages, world without: 
end, Amen. | 


EDWARD DELAMAIN. 
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HEAVEN; 


Rouſe and Awaken His People in theWorx 
of their D av. 


OR, 
The SAINTS Great and Preſent DUTY, in Bear- 
; ng and Declaring A PUBLICK TESTIM0- 
NY and WITNESS for GOD, mOwnng the 
LORD and hu Ways before all Men, and in the nidft 
of all OPPOSITION. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 
$2299! $8208? E were not born for our ſelves, but in the firſt 
, © = = Place to Serve our God, and then to be Uſe- 


EW Ful one to another : Self, God never defign- 


"0 ed to be reſerved; a Selfiſh Spirit God'no 

«FX... Where Ownes, nor any Where Commends ; 
$5757 He that ſeeks to Save himſelf, ſhall nndoubt- _ 
edly Loſe himſelf, was a Doctrine taught by the Lip of Truth ; 
if we be Self-ſeekers, we ſhall in the end be'Self-loſers : Self, 
it's the greateſt hindrance and block that lies in a mans way to 
Heaven, FCLLv 
Lies - 
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and Kingdoms , Oh theſe are poor and beggarly things and 
periſh in the uſing, fit onely for thoſe whoſe Portions are in 
this Life-; But let us ſtand up and declare for our God, and 
his Wayes, and Ordinances. TY { 
Therefore for a Foundation or Ground of my Diſcourſe, ſee 
that eminent Place, ; 7 


Matth. 10. 32, 


Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſſe me before men, hins will I con= 
feſſe alſo before my Father which 1s in Heaven, 


The Lord Jeſus in the Verſes going before,was Dehorting his 
Diſciples from the Fear of Man; implying thereby,that ſhould 
they admit or-entertain, ſlaviſh Fear of Man, it would prove a 
oreat Impediment, or Lett, to their Confefling of Him. 

In the Words read, - you have theſe Particuhars. 
Firſt, A Duty laid down, and that is, To Confeſſe (" ori 
Secondly, The Univerſality of the Duty, [| #hoſcever]-Chriſt 
excludes nor exempts none from this Service. n 
Thirdly, : You have the Perſons before whom Chriſt muſt be 
Connfefled, and that is Mer. A ES ETF 

;Fourthly, The gracious Promiſe. of Chriſt, what he will do 
fox thote that Confeſs him before Men ; And that. is in twe 

arts , 41h Ita 

r. 1 will Confeſſe him, Cath Chriſt), It is a Work that he 
wilt not leave for'men to do, no' nor for Angels,:1 will doit; 


faich Chriſt, 7 will Confeſſe him; A Work that Chriſt himſelf \ 
will be imployed in. : | | 


2. As 
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\ :2,' As Chriſt kiniſelF- will Confefſe thoſe that Confeſſs him, 
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Cote will Confeſs them before his Parher ; He. dorh nor ſay it 
- ſhall be before Men and Angels, but” before' wy Farber; He 
that isthegreareft and can'do the moſt good, him will I confeſs 
yor the: | | 52 BASE 
: There are two Words in this Scripture, will be needful to 
inquzcin, | - REDLERE TEES 
x, Whatis meant by Ads; And that notes Withed Mer,or 
the VVorld ; it cannot be meant the Saints,: for they are to 
Confeſs Chriſt before men,which muſt be underſtood the World. 
2, What is meant by the Word Confeſs ; It notes a Pub- 
tich. Owning and Declaring : See. a few Scriptures for this , 
Johu 9. 2>: Theſe words ſoaks his Parents, becauſe they feared 
the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already,that if any man did Con- 
fefſe Chriſt, he ſhould be pat vut of the Synagogue, By Confeſſin 
hzre, muſt be underſtood, 'A Publick Owning and Devlering of 
Chriſt ; And: great prejudice attended thete that did thus 
Confeſſe Chriſt , they- were Excommunicated by the Jews - 
So likewiſe in this onr-day , Men Jeopard their Liberties 
and Freedoms, by Pxblickly Owning of Chrift.- See al- 
ſo, FJohk $2.42. Nevertheleſs, among the chief Rulers alſo, 
many Believed ; but becauſe of rhe Phariſees, they did not Confeſs 
him, leſt they ſhould be put out of the Syragogue. Ohthisis the 
Caſz of manyiin this Day, they are afraid to Confefs Chrift, to 
Bear a Publick Teſtimony for him,to Own him , leſt they ſhould 
be put ont-of theit Places, Imployments, Tradings and Call- 
mos : Now-rom this Scripture mentioned, you may oMſerve 
this, That it is not enough for men in an evil day, to Believe in 
Chrift, without « PublickDwaing and Declaring for him, Theſe 
Rufers Believed, but yet they came ſhort of their other-Duty, 
which was as great and neceſlary ; Many: think now; Thatif 
eyBeheve mm Chrift, and Own, and Confeſſe him betwixt God 
© and their Souls, that it is enough and ſufficient : Ne\,-no, 
that will not =—_ the turn, s regent ExpeRs 
otherwiſe, 4A Prublick-appearmy- for him, a Corfeſſing of hint 
before Men, yea thookh it beth 4 tice, Whert 3t HY 'be Crt- 
minal fo to do, when 'it May Expoſe thety ro S6fferings or 
Death, Sceealſo, eAts 24. 14 But this 1 CO 
| B that 
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x0 ) ti 
that after the way which het call Herefie, fo VYorſhip I the God 
of my Fathers, As if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, I do here Pub- 
lichly Own and Declare. - 
_ Thus having opened the Words, T ſhall lay down this Do- 
Grinal and Pra&ical Truth from them. ; 


That there ought to be @ Publick Teſtimony born for 
the Lord by his People before the World. 


This is that which God looks for, his Word calls for, and 
which I would fain treat-on. | 

This Duty is ſo weighty, that the Omiſſion thereof is no 
leſs counted, than a Denying of the Lord. Sez Marth, xo, 
33- Denying the Lord is pur in oppoſition to a not Confe/ſing 
of Him, toa not bearing a P#blick T eſtimony for the Lord. 

I ſhall lay down theſe few things. | 

Fixff, Shew that the worthy Saints before us did bear a Pub- 
lick Teſtimony for the Lord in the World. h 

Secondly, Shew what Teftimony We ought to bear for God, 
and wherein we ought P«blickly to Own Him. | 

Thirdly, Give you the weighty Reaſons and Grounds, Why 
the Lords People ought to bear a Publick, Teftimony for him 
before the World, | 

Laftly, Lay down the wholſom and profitable-Uſe of this 
Doctrine. | 

For the Firſt, See Luke 12. 8. Whoſoever Confofeth me be 
fore Men, him alſo ſhall the Son of Man Confeſſe before the An- 
gels of God. 7 

And that Scripture in 2 Tm. 2. 12. 1s ſomewhasbremark- 
able, If we Suffer, we ſhall alſo Reign with him; but if we Deny 
him, he will Deny us. Here 'the Apoſtle oppoſeth Deny:ng 
to Suffering, Implying that Suffering attends . Pablick. Owning 
of God. 

But ſee that rare Spirit in Nehemiah, 6. 10, 11,. when his 
Friends and Companions , ' adviſed and counſelled him to 
Meet within the Temple, and ſhut the Doors : he makes them 
this Anſwer, Should ſuch a man as 1 Flee? He eſteemed it a 
Fleeing from God to be Private when he ſhould be Papeks 


Ms Ix 
Oh no, heabominates the thoughts of that,to go into a Corner 
now, when he ought to bear a Publick, T eft:mony for God;Should 
fuch a man as 1 ams flee ? I that have been ſo eminent for God, 
one of the firſt that engaged in the Work of God; I that have 
been ſo inſtrumental to carry it on hitherto; I that have been a 
 mightyencourager and heartner of others in the Cauſe of God; 
I that have gone through and overcome ſo many Oppoſitions, 
Difficulties, and Impediments; ſhould ſuch a man as I flee > 
ſhould I now ſhrink back, and draw my neck out of the collar? 
I will not go in, ſaith he : nay though it might have ſaved his 
Life, yet he would not do tt, I will not go in. Oh my Friends, 
keep alive your holy Reſolutions for God, Now Nehemiah 
declares in Yerſe 13. the evil tendency of his being Private, 
when he ſhould be publick for God ; ſuch an A& or Pra&tice, 
occaſioned through fear,would be a fin againſt God,and matter 
of reproach for the Heathen, : 

Oh it's not for Chriſtians now to run into corners and holes, 
but to be Publick, for God, to ſtand up for him, now if ever. 
See Atits 4. 17, 18. Compared with Chapter 5. 25, 28, 29. 
When the Apoſtles were Commanded by the Rulers then to 
Preach no more in Chriſts Name, one would have thought they 
might have Preached his Name though it had been in private; 
No no, they were of a more Publick Spirit for God,they went 
as Publickly as they could, ad Declared openly the Lord Jeſus; 
they would not do what the Rulers would have them, they 
were not of ſuch baſe Spirits, as to ſtoop to mens wills and 
luſts and finful Commands : Did men lay they thoud Meet no 
more to ſpeak in that Name ?.they are reſolved to meet What- 
ever come on it, ſo little did they fear the Breath of poor 
Worms. Oh Beloved learn of theſe Primitive Saints to be thus 
ſpitited for God. You have likewiſe an account” concerning 
Fobs the Divine, Reve/. 1. 9. He was Baniſhed into the 
Iſle of Patrmos by the Emperor, for the Teſtimmy of the Lord 
Feſus, his Publickly Owning and Declaring the Lord. And 
Revel. 6. 9. Some were ſlain for the Teſtimony which they held, 
which they P«ublickly Owned ; Here were faichful Souls, that 
kept their Teſtimony for Ged to the very Death, Thus much 
for the firſt Thing, | | 6 Phe" 
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| | (12) , 
But hos | Thea and Wherein muſt ee btar a Publick Teſtimony 
for Chriſt? kat” FOR £95 54 EF 

Firſt, For his Perſon, He that ſhall Confeſe [ Me} ſaith 
Chriſt. He is now Villified, now Reproached, and ſet at 
nought, therefote we ought Publickly to Own Him, to ftand up 
for Him, and to declare for this man Chriſt Jeſus, though he 
is called by the Vile ſons of men, a K:ng of Clouts, they ſee 
no Comelineſs in him, nor do they deſire,” that he ſhould Reigs 
ever thew: Oh but do you Own Him both in his Perſon and 
Government. | 

Remember he is your KING : Ir's true, the day of bis 
Humiliation, he had no outward ( omelineſs, no outward Beaxty, 
it was all wichin, there was his Beazty, there was his Comel:- 
xeſs ; But the day will come,that in his very Perſon there ſhall 
be viſible Beauty and Splendor, Iſaiah 33. 17. Thy Eyes ſhall 
ſee the King 1n bu Beauty : He ſhall be in ſuch glory then to 
the confuſion of all his Adverſaries ; Oh therefore Confeſſe 
him now, ſtand up for him now, let him be to-you the chiefeſt of 
ten theuſands ; and conſider, that he one day,will be the Judge 
of the whole Earth, when Kings and Potentates thall throw 
down their Crowns,and ſhall come trembling before him, bid- 
ing Rocks and Mountains to fall upon them, and cover them, Oh 
who would notown this Loxd,this Potentate, this Mighty One, 
now in this day, when he is ſet at nqught ? | 

Secondly, As you muſt Ownthe Lord in Randing up for him, 
in Vindica ing of him, ſo alſo his Fords, and therefore Chriſt 
ſatch, He that ſhall Confeſſe me, and my | Words. | Of his Words 
there are T woparts : 

1. His Precepts , theſe ought to be Owned; The leaſt 
Command is worth Suffering for. 

2, His Principles-in matters of Faich ; We ſhould contend 
earneſtly for thole Princip7z2s and Truths we Qwn, being the 
Faith of the Goſpel. 

How is God's Word, I mean the Scriptures, ſet at nought- 
this day ? How are they Villified and abuſed, -by.a People of. 
oreat Profeflion, and pretended holineſs and zeal for God #: - 
Now the more Chrilts #ords are Deſpiſed, the more we ought: 
to Own them, and ſet a high eſteem on them, Really if ſuch: 

| a Gene- 
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2 Generation | had the Power ias: they thave' the Will; : what 
would become of this Revealed Word > And- therefore. what 
may come'to paſs we know not, but. of .this be aſſured, - that 
perilous days are coming, in Which the Word of God; I amiper- 
iwaded, will by Satan and his Inftruments, be indeavoured to 
be thruſt out of doors ; How doth it therefore highly concern 
| you to Rand up for it > For, 
. TI, Itis the great means of Converhow and TNlumination. 
wo Itis the great Rule for you to fquare your Life and Aat- 
ons by. | | | 

3. py 1s the great Cabinet, that contains all the Lords Pro- 
 miſes and Intentions of good to you ; and believe: it, if you 

Own Chriſt's Words, -he will look on it, and fa take 1t, as a 
owning of Him ; for he that contemneth or deſpiſeth Chriſt's 
Words, contemneth and defpiſeth Chrift. 

A Thixd thing that you are to- Cafeſſe of Chriſt, ta Own,, 
Stand for, and Publickly Declare, is, The Worſhip, Service. 
and Ordinances of God. | 

The more men ſet them at nought, the mdremen caſt dirt 
upon them, the more do you highly eſteem of thera, and prize 
them ; Oh how do men endeavour in this our day to lay afide- 
the very Ordinances of God, the pure Worthip'of God, by 
introducing their own Worthip, and their own Traditions,and 
their own Imaginations*? which are abominable in the fight of 
God. Do men trample upon Believers Baptiſm > Do. you 
the more Rand up in the Vindication of it; for remember, 
that this and' the reſt of the Ordinatces that God's Peor- 
ple praQtiſe, they are the Lord of Heaven's Ordinances , af 
the Divine: Majefties own Appointment, and Inftitution, . 
and therefore deſerve to be highly owned. and efteem- 
ed. - Now-in mensfalfe Worſhip and Traditions fet up, there 
Is a very fair ſhew-and:outfide, hike  Nebuchadzezzars Image: 
made of Gold,ſumptuous-to behold;and:ſo to affet the carnal 
Eye, but there is not a Word or Tittle of Gods Cemmand, or 
Precept for it ; Which Command of God indeed is the beau-. 
tifyingand _ of 'kis Worſhip and Ordinances, but is 
wanting uw the Worlds Worſhip, namely the King of Heavens: 
Anthenty forit;now-the Werfhip'and Ordinances of Godzare 
very 


| ( 14 ): 

very mean and lowas to theoutſide of them, but their Beauty 
is Within, their Comlineſs within , they are ke the Kings 
Dasghter , Pal. 45. 13. all glorious within, Now this the 
Worll ſees not, and therefore caſts them away,as things of no 
worth; bur let the Lords People conſider that they are the 
Conduit Pipes, through which the Lord _ conveys Spiritual 
ſtrength to hisPeople, T he way of the Lord (ſaith the wiſe man) 
is flrength to the Upright, Prov. 10.29. This way of the Lord 
is to be underſtood the: Commandments and Ordinances , 
Pſal. 119. 32. They are ſtrength to ſuch, as do fincerely own 
and partake of them, * fy} i 

Another Reaſon why the Lords People ſhould Publickly 
Own and ſtand up for the Werthip and Ordinances of God, is, 
Becauſe they are the Means, and the dire& way to Heaven and 
Salvation ; No Bleſſing or Promiſe of Glory, out of this way 
and means. Gnd hath chalked out a Way, made a Rule,a Path, 
for ſouls to go to ('azaar; and that is the Way of his Wor- 
ſhip,and Service,his Ordinances, andCommandments:No go- - 
ing to Heaven but by this way ; therefore how doth it concern 
the Saints to Stand up for it,to Vindicate and Own this deſ] ve 
cable and mean Way of God ( as to outward appearance ) 
though the Powers of the Earth a&t contrary to it, 

And pray confider how mighty zealous, careful and tender 
hath God in all Ages been, of his Worſhip and Ordinances, 
he will not have a hand,no not ſo much as a finger in it beſides 
his own ; hz accounts it high preſumption for any of the ſons 
of men, to go to alter, model, or new form his Worſhip and 
Ordinances, thereby imputing no leſs . than the want of Wiſ- 
dom in the Sacred and Divine Majeſty of Heaven : And con- 
fder how ſeverely God hath dealt and puniſhed thoſe that 
have adulterated, and 'derogated from the Worſhip of God , 
the very Sons of eAaronby offering ſtrange fire, mult not be ſpa- 
red, but fire from heaven muſt deſtroy hn, Sez, conſider and 
fear, Leviticus 10. 1,2, If Uzza, though a good man, ſhall 
offer to meddle with the Ark of God, Gods Elpleaſure from 
Heaven ſhall follow him, x Chroy. 33. 7, 9, 10. Becauſe 
none were to meddle with- that, but his holy Miniſters. Sez 
x Chron, 15.2. Thathand of Jeroboams that made the golden 

alyez 
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Calves, periſhed and withered, ® K;ugs 13. the begining. 
And that Nebuchadnezzar that made the Golden Image, 
to be Worſhipped, Dame! the third, was the very man 
that«the Divine . Majelty Plagued, in turning him to a Beaſt, 
for the ſpace of 'Sever Years, until he came to' acknow- 
ledge the true God, See Damel 4. 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 
33» 37+\ EY 

"Hon ſerioufly conſider, If God was ther ſo tri and 
ſevere in puniſhing thoſe -that Violated his Worſhip and 
Ordinances, given by his Servant: < Moſes; . Oh how firict 
and Severe will he be now to ſuch, that make void Cods 
Commands and Ordinances , by their Tradition ? Seeing 
it is given. by his Son, the Lord from Heaven, declared 
to be the Mighty God , and onely Potentate. ' 

A Fourth thing that the Lords People are to Confeſs of 
Chriſt, or to bear a Publick ray Fes. 1s 1n reference 
to his People, to Own and Stand up by each other, to be 
mighty unanimous, and of one Soul in the things of Ged. 
The Lord's poor People are now made as the dirt in the 
ſtreets, of no eſteem, of no worth ; Oh you are to- own 
them : though they are "very Low, yet conſider they are the 
Heirs of Glory, that ſhall one day faks the World, yea 
their Perſecutors. Little do Kings, and Mayors, and great 
Men think, that thoſe whom they now- Perſecute and Im- 

riſon, ſhall one day become their Judges. - I had rather 
be in the ſtate of a Perſecuted Worm, - than to be a Per- 
fecuting Prince. Oh confer that the Saints, they are the 
Jewels of God, though now. they lie in the dirt, there 
will a time come of their makzng. #p, yea Glonous like unto 
their Head; Oh that Men would conſider, That whatſo- 
ever they doto ( hrifls Lambs and Followers, he will take it as 
done unto himſelf, Matthew- 25, 45. - See: eAtts 9. 4. Saul 
Saul, why Perſecuteſt thou me ? Alas, might Saud have ſaid, . 
Thou arr too far out of my reach - to Perſecute : 1, but Saul 
Perſecuted the Lords Members, and therefore it was taker 
as to himſelf. Here is. one thing werth obſerving , That there 
= mighty ſympathizing, and fellow-feeling in Chriſt the Head, 

toba People the Members, 
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and no ſooner ds his Members receive. wtongs from' Men, 
but their Head is right ſenſible, of it: Saul, Saul why Per- 

ſecnteſf thou me ? Like to a mn thatireceiving ſome Wound or 
Blow, with the pain doubles: his words; Qh, en. ,Ss Chriſt in 
this Caſe, he was (> touched ,wi.h his Peoples-(harp wounds: 
of Perſecution, that he ſuddainly crys out, Sau/, Sal. 

Then ſet the Sons of $402 be extioited to/Own the Lfds 
People, though Impriſoned and Perlecuted, be not aſhamed 
to Own them, thank nowthey be clothed in Rags, and (fit on 
dunghils, and eat the Bread of ſorrow, it will be otherwiſe, 
when their King Comes. 

A Fifth Thing in bearing-aPublick Teftimony for the Lord, 
and that is, to ſtand up and Declare for your Meetings in the _ 
Service and Worſhip of God-; Oh be not of that fearful, time=- 
rous ſpirit, that will in ſuch a day as this, either go into Corn= 
ers, or elſe run to Steeple-houſes, thoſe Heathenuth and Idola- 
trous places; but keep you to your Publick Places of Meeting, 
do not relinquiſh them; Do men Decree and Proclaim againſt 
your Meetings ? - Oh remember, That the God of Heaven hath 
Decreed and Proclaimed, that ye ſhall: Meet. See Hebrews 
10, 25, Forfake not the Aſſembling of your ſelves together ; If 
ſo, then Gods People, the Church, ought not to divide, and 
to Meet ſeparate, into Corners, into diviſions and parts, but 
in ſuch a Place where the Church may be together. 'Oh it is ſad 
to Conſider,that the Proclamation of a poor Worm, ſhould not 
only- Command mens perſons, but their very Spirics alſo! Oh 
Friends, which is greater, and more to be obeyed, God or 
Man? Believe it, God is the Lord of our Conſciences, be hath 
the ſole Rule and Soveraignty there, it -1s his proper Preto- 
eative: and therefore the Scriptureſaich, He-died rhat he might 
be Lord of all, Rom, 14. 9: Acts 10. 36. 'Plainly Implying, 
That he 1s the great and onely Eord over the Contciences and 
Spirits of men, to give Laws, Pxecepts, and: Commands, in 
Relation to Spiritual —_ » No man hath todo here, no Po- 
tentate, (butour Lord ) hath-to meddle here; if any King 
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ers be it alſo: £0 Gover- 
-nors, nor Rulers-have. any more Power as from God, to give 
Laws in:matters of Religion, or to Rule dver mens Confci- 
,ences, than they have to/ſit in Gods Throne in Heayen:;-or 
to.pluck-him, from-his. Throne... ; Oh tcherefore,..if this Itmall 
Treatiſefhould come tothe hands of ſuck men;/as woultlord 
It. ovex mens'Conſcienees, I charge-you- in cthe-Name of ithe 
Lord, before whoſe Tribunal: Sear,” you and -I mult one day 
and, be careful what you do ; for this is a fin of ſuch a high 
provoking nature, as God is reſolyed not to put it up, buthe 
wil take nold/ of Vengeance, and unſheath. his Sword, and 
diſplay his. Judgements. Oh worm ! dareſt thou beſo impu- 
dent to put thy felf in Gods ſtead; to meddle with mens Con- 
ſciences, to lord it in Religious concerns ? Oh who gave thee 
thisPower 2 and whence hadſt thou it ? where and when? I 
I will aflure thee, That the Great God of Heavenwill ſevere- 
ly puniſh for this, when he comes to Judge thee. -- 
. But a Word now to the Lord's People ; ſtand up for your 
Meetings, and holy Services, let Men and Powers Decree ne- 
ver ſo contrary ; Do you return Nehemiah's' Anſwer, See 
Chapter .6. Verſe 3. 1 am doing a great Vi/ork,," aud 1 canot 
come. 4 DG 50 SP 
.. Do menſay, Leave your Meetings, and come to the'Place 
of Worſhip that our Law and Goverttours allow of ?2' Do you 
ſay, We are doinga great-Work, we are Serving'our God, ac-' 
cording to his own way,. we are ſerving him, according to his 
own appointment, we are doing a great work in our:Religious 
Meetings,namely, to.6:1d up one avather, to ſtrengthen and edifis 
9c another,we are doing a greatWork, teaching and inltructing 
the blind World, we are doing a great V Vork in our Religi- 
ous: Meetings,' bringing, leading, - turning poor ſouls to-God; 
this Work we do,..and we cannot come to obey Mens V Vills, 
"Luſts, and finful Commands, or eo: on! 
In the other part of the Anſwer of Nebemiab, whicttis very 
conſiderable, ſpeaking to his Adverſaries, he ſaith, 
-t: PV hy. fbould the VVark:-ceaſe,' whilſt 1 leave it : and come 
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Powers, that at your Commands we ſhonld let the Fork.craſe , 
which we are to perform in our Religious Meetings? #hy ſhould 
the Work ceaſe , the great VVork, of our God , in building his 
People, in teaching and inſtructing the V Vorld ? #hy ſhould 
this /PVork ceaſe ? for We to come and obey your Commands, 
to leave our Meetings ; we will not do it. 

There are two Principal Reaſons , why the People of God 

. ſhould Declare, Own, and Stand up for their Publick 
Meetings. _ N 

Firſt, There are the Souls of Gods People to be edified, 
built and rengthened,this is one greatend of Aſſembling and 
Meeting, which God hath ardained, that the Saints ſhould be 
bailt up in their meſt holy Faith, that they ſhould be ſtrengthened 
«nd confirmed in the _ of God : And without all doubt thoſe 
Famous Souls in Malachy 3. 16. made this the great end of 
their Meeting, to build, ſtrengthen, and fortifie one another 
in the things of their God, in that finful day. Oh my dear 
Friends, conſider that your Tryals will be great, your Enemies 
many, Fears within, T empptations without ; therefore what great 
need and neceflity is there for the keeping up of your Meet- 
ings, the ſtrengthening and confirming each other in the 
things of God? 

Bur Secondly, That you may be a means to InftruR, and 
Teach, and Inform the VVorld; This is another end why God 
hath defigned his People to be Publick in their Meetings for 
Him, that they may be uſeful tothe V Vorld,to Sinners ; That 
we may Preach, Col.1,.28. VVarmng every man, teaching eve- 
ry man, that we may preſent every man perfet in Chriſt ; For 
God would have all men to be ſaved,and to come 10 the knowletlge of 
the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. 

Now Gods People cannot be thus uſeful to the V Vorld, to 
Sinners, : as God- expeats, and as their day-duty requires, if 
they ſhould Meet in Corners, run to Holes, if they ſhould be 
Private. Oh! Chriſtians Mould be of General and Publick 
Sprits, like their Father, to mind the good and-well-being of 
All Men ; That poor ſouls which are ignorant, may be inform- 
ed andenlightened, and be acquainted with the V Vayes and 
mor dg 
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( x9. ) 
God hath not been wanting for the Converſion and Salvati- 
on of all Men, and therefore hath ordained Means to it ; 
Namely , the Preaching of his VVord by his Servants , 
and they ought to do 1t. though Force and Violence pre- 
vents them. KEN te ws 

Oh ſhall men detain you by words, or make you afaid, and 
to be remiſs in this Duty, Which is ſo neceſlary 2 Know, that 
if in your Publick Meetings, one poor Soul be got and gained 
to Chriſt, and caught in the Net of His Goſpel, though you be 
had preſently away to Priſon, Verily I fay, it's worth Suffer- 
ing for ;- That one Souls gaining, will make amends' for your 
Impriſonment, and occation matter of great Joy. 

And in our Publick Meetings, let the Powers know, that 
we come not in ſcorn, ſpigte or contempt of their Rule and 
Government, but it 1s 1n obedience to our Gods Command, 
to his Requirements tous to ſerve him, and be uſeful in our 
Meetings, both to his People and the VVorld. 

And to the Saints I ſay, let them ſeriouſly conſider the 5th. 
of Matthew 14., 15, 16. and ſee how inconfiſtent that is, how 
oppoſite, how contrary to their being of rimerous ſpirits, fear- 
ful ſpirits; to be private, when God calls for Publick mani- 
feſting of themſelves for him, to be rhe Light of the VVorld, 
a City ſet on a hill that cannot be hid, Thus much ſhall ſuffice 
for the Fourth Thing. | 

And Laftly, In your Publick Coxfeſiox of Chriſt, you muſt 
Own Him, in all his Ways and Diſpenſations to you, which 
He may lead you through, ro follow the Lamb whereſoever he 

2s ; Let Him lead you where he will, ſtill to Own Him, and 

rand for Him : If the Lord lead you to Death, yet to keep 
cloſe to him ; For know, that the worſt of Ditpenſations 1s 
the way to the beft of Conditions ; The Croſs is. the dire 
path to the Crown, M 

| Through the YVY/7;lderneſs God leads us to Canaas ; little do 
our Adverſaries think what good they do us by their Perſe- 
cuting of us , they uſher in, and haſten our Redemption and 
Glory.; Did. they but know what goad they did, by their cru- 
elty to.us,.they would be. apt to envy-us : Oh all their Perſe- 
cutions, Cruelties and A J_ſ of Liberty and Freedom, 
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is (if Chriſt's V Vords be-true, as theyafe) but the haſten- 
ins and fetting forwards of our Redemption, Luke 21, 28, 
V hen theſe things come to paſs, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your Redemp'10n draws mgh, | 

Ah Lord,is this a time to./ook wp, and to lift up the head, when 
we ſee great men ate againſt us, they thar hate us bear Rule 
over us, and Thy People are very low and weak, no viſible 
means attainabl : Well ſaith the Lord, your Redemption draws 
ear, How near was Iſraels Reflemprtio of old? when they were. 
in ihe greateſt of ſtraits and miſeri2s, that poſſibly could be 
imagined, yet then Deliverance was zear, even at the door; 
Now the Lord is the very ſame as he was in all Ages paſt. 

Now if the Lord lead you through ways moſt crofle to fleſh 
and blood, and moſt ſhameful and reproachful, yet do you fol- 
tow the Lord in them, ? 
: Now I thall come to the Third Thing propoſed, and that 
Was 

x, To give you the Reaſoxs which are weighty and cor fi- 
derable, YVYVhy there ought to be a Publick VVitneſs and Teftimo- 
ny born for the Lord im this day. 

VVhen I ſpeak of Owning the Lord, I mean and intend, his 
VVords, his V Vorſhip, V Vays, People and Ordinances ; All 
th2o2 I include in Owning of Chriſt, 

The firſt Reaſon ; Becauſe God hath always kept a Remnant in 
the VVorld for this end axd purpoſe, and for this cauſe God hath 
placed you inthe V'YVorld, VVho are to ftand up for God but his 
People ? and who ate to bear his Name but they ? 

Oh wherefore is it, that in all Ages of fin and wickedneſs, 
God {till had his Remnant amongſt them ? ' was it not to De- 
clare and Stand up for Him? In the great wickedneſs of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, God had a Righteous Lor,' 2 Peter 2.7,8. And 
delivered juſt Lot vexed with-the filthy Converſation of the wicked; 
for that :Righteous man dwelling among them, in' ſeeing and 
hearing, vexed his righteous ſoul from day to day with their un- 
lawful deeds, When Twelve were ſent to- _—__ the' Land of 
Promiſe, Ten of tnoſe Twelve proved treacherous, amd brought 
Hp an evil Report of the Land; yer there was a Remnant,namel 
Caleb and Foſhan that Stood' up for God, and bore a Pubiick 

; Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony for- the 'Lofd, that-Owned'the Lord in that day. 
See in the great Abominatzonard' Idolatry of King Nebuchad- 
nez.24r, there was a Remnant at. that time, that Stood up for 
God, that bore a Publick-Teftimony for God againſt the wick- 
ednels of their day. Soin Malachy 3. there was a Remnant 
that Stood up for,God, and kept their Religious Meetrngs in 
the face of all Oppoſition : Then they that feared the Lord, 
met often together : Tuey Met before in a day of Proſperity, 1, 
but now it thall be oftex, more frequent than before. So alſo, 
after the Lord Jeſs, there was a Remnant that Appeared 
and Owned the Lord, though againſt the Decrees and Orders 
of the Rulers, So in the Marian dayes, God had his Rem- 
nant then, that Owned and confeſſed him; And think you 
not that God hath his Remnant. now in this Nation? Yea 
ſurely. Oh my: Friends, it's you that muſt be Witneſles for 
Him, this God looks for, andexpeRs at your hand, therefore 
let me intreat you to anſwer the Work of the day. Where- 
fore have you lived to this time 2 Wherefore hath the Lord 
Reſerved you to this Age , but now to Own Him and Stand 
up for Him, in the Vindication of his Honour, Glory; Truth, 
Wayes, People and Ordinances,and your Religious Meetings ? 
See that ſaying of the Lord: Jeſus, John 12. 27. But for this 
came I ints the World; And he ſaith alſo, For this cauſe came 
unto this hour. Oh! ſo ſay you, Some Years ago I was in the Bat- 
tels, and the Lord ("overed my Head 1n the Day of Battel; though 
Death was near, yet he preſerved me, and hath kept me tothis hour: 
Oh wherefore is it, be now to Appear-for the Lord, and-to 
Own Him, notwithftanding Mens AQts to the Contrary ? | For 
.this cauſe came I to this hour.” Some years ago I was in great fick- 
neſs near unto Death, but a Step betwixt me and Death, many died 
on the Left hand, and on the Right, and yet my Life was prefer- 
' wed and 'a5 (to this hour ; Oh 1s it not, that I'might Confeſs 
— t mm = him, his Wayes and Worſhip > Some 
years ago I was as 4 Sheep poirig aſtray from'God,liftening to flrange 
Doftrines and Oplaitns > ths The d 4. to E Fr = 
frrange Delufions'; Oh 1:ibut the:Lotd hathitaken my feet out of 
the Snare, and redeemed my Soul from the'Exror-of the wick- 
ed, and' hath' Eſtabliſhed me in his Truth! to this day ; Oh 
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" therefore ſhall not T now in-ſuch a day as this, when his Truth 

is Villified, his Wayes and Ordinances every where ſpoken 
acainſt, doth it not behove:me to Owni them, and appear Pub- 
lickly for them 2 You have a notable ſaying of Mordecas, to 
Heſter, when he would have her ſtand up and uſe her Intereſt 
in Owning the Lords People ; See Efther 4. 14. who knoweth, 
ſaith he, whether thou art come to the Kingdom, for ſuch a time as 
this? Soſay TI to the Lords People now, Wherefore hath God 
brought you forth in ſuch a time as this, in ſuch a generation and 
age as this, but more than ordinarily to Act for Him, yea Pub- 
lickly to Own Him and Appear on His behalf ? 

A Second Reaſon, why the Saints ought now to be Publick 
for God, and all Religious concerns, is, Becauſe, The Lord, 
his Word, his People, his VVays, his VVorſhip and Ordinances, 
are Publickly Diſowned, Openly Blaſphemed and Reproached; and 
therefore there ought to be a Publick Owning and Declaring 
for the Lord and his V Vays. 

Oh the Publick Villifying of God hisPeople and Ways, in the 
publick Places of this Nation,and that by thoſe that call them- | 
{elves Miniſters, and make it their buſineſs to revile the Lord, 
reproach his People, and Vullify his Ordinances, and there- 
fore it behoves Saints to be as Publick as porhble,in their work 
and duty,in their honouring of God, in their extolling of God, 
in their clearing and vindicating of his poor People, in their 
eſteem and ſetting forth the Excellency, .V Vorth and Com- 
mendation of the Ordinances of our God, that the-vile ſons of 
men do trample under foot, God's Name this day is Pub- 
lickly diſhonoured and Blaſphemed, if not by Authority, yet fi- 
lently paſſed over and winked at ; Oh where are the Lord's 
VVarthies now? are they aſleep ? are they in a dream ? are 
they droufie ? Is your Fathers Name and Glory Trampled 
upon, and will you not de, moved with it? will you not be 
concerned init? Awake oh Sons of Son, See you not what is 
done to your Father this day, and to his great and glorious 
Nante by which you are called > Oh how dear ſhould his glo- 
ry be to. you, to Whom-you are ſo nearly related! In 1 Sam. 
4. the laterend, See —_—_— Leal that ancient ſervant of 
God had to the Honour and Glory of Ged,when it was _ 
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ing: when once Gods Glory was gone, his Life was but bur- 
denſom to him.  _ | Fg GAL OY 

Oh ! therefore for the Lords ſake, forſake xot the Aﬀſembling 
of your ſelves together : Meet Publickly and often, cry aloud to 
Godagainſt the Abomination of the Day ;- Oh beg for a Spiric 
of prayer and ſupplication, that you may. be kept from all de- 
filements whatſoever, that you way wreſtfe earneſtly with the 
Lord, that the Lord may ſay, [will go down and ſee, if the fin be 
ſo great, as the ery hath come uy tome. 
A Third Reaſon, Why there ought to be a Publick Owning 

and Appearing for God, is, Becauſe, If there be not, it will put 

the Lord upon taking up a heavy and ſore complaint againſt his 
People. See Jer. v9. 3. But they are not valiant for the Truth 
pon the Earth, God expeas Courage and Boldneſs in his Peo- 
ple, in a Day when his Truth is lighted and contemned; he 
expeAs a Spirit ſuitable to the Day. Oh my friends do-nor 
orieve the Lord, put him not upon the Complaint ; let it ſuf- 
fice and be ſufficient that his enemies grieve him and cauſe 
him to Complain, but do net you do it; anſwer the expeation 
of God this day. w} | _ 

God expeRs not onely that his People ſhould know the 
Trath, not onely believe the Trath, but to appear for it and 
own it, yea to be valiant and couragious for it. This word 
Trath is a deep word, there lies much in it, John x8, 37, For 
this cauſe came I into the VVorld, that 1 might bear witneſs to the 
Truth, As it was With the Head the Lord Feſws, ſo hkewiſe 
with his Members, the Lord's People ; and by Trmthmuſt be 
meantthe Things of God ; Now the Spirit of the Lord doth 
call the YYVill, Mind, or Law -ef God, the Trath of God : See 
Pſal. 119, 142. So then, itisclear, That all God's Appoint- 
ments, Requirements and Ordinances, are bundled upin the 


Law of God, Which is the Truth, Then-our Religious Meetings / 


are part of God's Law, and ſo the Trach we are to be valiant 
for. God's Truth is worthy to be Owned, and Suffered for, no 
Peopte under Heaven have more glorious Truths and Cauſes 
| to Suffer: and Die for than we have 3 Oh therefore be Va- 
hant and Couragious for it , God hath not been want- 
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ins in-making-.you Valiant and Couragious for his'Trath. 
_. I. Hehath&rnifhed you with rare Patterns, eminent Ex- 
amples, rich and excellent Precedents ; Witneſs famous Ne- 
hemiah, Should ſuch.a may as 1 flee 2: ſhould I decline 2 ſhould 
T diflerc the V,Y.ork, and Thterett of God ?.. I that: am ſo Emi- 
nent. fox.1t,.. fo deeply cingaged-in the V Vark-? ſhould I novv 
be Cowardly and Fearful >: 1 well not be ſo. | 

See alſo thoſe ever tobe Renowned Three Children, Daniel 
4. that valued not their own Concerns, their own Safety and 
Preſervation, when the Intereſt and Glory of God lay at ſtake; 
VV are mt careful, ſay they, O: King, to Anſwer thee in this 
matter; in this matter that ſo much Diſhonours God, in this 
matter that. ſo much Blaſphemes the Divine Majeſty, YV/e are 
not-careful to anſwer thee 1n this matter. that ſo much entrench- 
eth upon Gods Prerogative, our Conſciences ; And ſay.they, 
bat if nt, put the wortt that may be, yet; 'Ve-will uot bow down 
to the golden Image which thou haſt ſet up ; Thereby teaching us 
this wholſom. Leſlon, That they were of ſuch valiant and heroick, 
Spirits for God, that they would not decline, diſſert, nor relinquiſh, 
the VYork,,Cauſe,and Intereſt of God, although all viſible helps aud 
weanes failed , or were denied and withheld from them, But if 
not, ve will: xot Conform -to the V Vorſhip . which thou hait 
ſet up. ; | 

Alſo, VVitneſs thoſe worthy and noble Spirits, the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, that bid their Adverſaries Judge, /7hether it 
were better to obey God or man. 3 | 

But Secondly, we have great -Meanes,. Ability and Strength 
from God, to make us Valiant and Couragious ; God will not 
be wanting in ſupplyingus with Strength ſufficient for the day 
in which he will bring us forth, ©, +. = 

Thirdly, God hath made great Promefes and Rewards to.his 
Couragious and Valiant. ones:;'' Oh ! how ſhould the great Re- 
ward of Glory animate his Peoples Spiriis,: heighten their 
Zeal, elevate their. AﬀeRtions,, increaſe their Courage. for 
God 2 My dear Brethren and Friends, you ſtand this day be- 
twixt tio. Pillars, betwixt two.Rocks; or rather betwixt twq 
flaming Swords, to;enliven; to, ſupport,: to give an-edge to 
your-Courage and Valorifor God in this Nay.Qn-the one hand 
Rands eminent Examples, worthy Preſidents, for Courage &. 
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Boldneſs for God : On the S. nt OO ſtands Rich Promiſes, 
and Large Rewards, for-your Courage and Boldneſs for God. 
Thus Chriſtians are you'beſet, thus are you invironed round 
about on-each fide, Oh me-thinks, how can Saints A& now 
. leſs:than Eminently for God ! than Excellently and Famouſly 
for the Lord ! Oh it ſhould be below Saints Spirits to Act 
beggarly for God, mm for God, when they ſhould be 
publick, when they ſhould be of an open Spirit in appearing ' 
for God, though it procures a. Priton! Alas, that-is nor 
worth-ſpeaking of , Death itſelf is not to be mattered, Gods 
very Preſence 1s able to make a Priſon a Pallace to thee, and 
thy Bonds great Liberty : Through Grace I have experienced 
what I ſay. | 


Fourth Regſon, Why we ought to be Eminent for God, 
in Bearing a Publick Teſtimony for Him , in this evil 
Day , is , Becauſe , God will take it mighty kindly at the | 
hands of His People,”He will take. ſpecial notice of it, | See that 
famous Scripture, Mal. 3. 15; 16, 17, Here were choice 
Souls,. that appeared for God in an evil day, in Meeting to- 
gether, and ſpeaking often one to another ;; Now ſaith the Scrip- 
ture , God hearkgned and heard ; It notes great Attention that 
God gives, He takes ſpecial notice of it, and of what theſe 
People did : Oh! the Lotd was ſo affected with theſe Peo. 
ple, that he loves to-ſtzndand-hearken, : What ! for them to 
Appear for him now, to Standup for him now, to Own the- 
VVayes of God now, when it was .a Crime to be Religious, 
when Vice, and V Vickedneſs, and all Abominations was in- 
Faſhion and uppermoſt; YVhen the wicked were ſet up, and 
thoſe that tempted God were delivered; when the Ordinances of 
God were lightly eſteemed and ffet at naught; *Oh / then was 
the time in which theſe People Met often; then did they Stand 
up for the Lord, his Truth and Ordinances. F 

Now this highly affe&ts God, he. is hugely in love withit, 
this he mightily eyes and regards; God hearkened, he was 
mightily drawn : forth tobe; inchigh iefteem-"of this At ; 
. And ſaith the Scripture , A Book, of Remembranceiwas brought 

before him, for __ that Met, and that thought upon his Name. 
| © This 
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This is like to Kings and Potentates, that when any of their 
Servants have done ſome rare and ſpecial Service for them, 
they are made one of their Favourites, and are Inroled a- 
moneſt their famous Worthies, and Entered into the Chroni- 
cles for a Memonial. 

So was the Caſe of Mordecar, he had done an Eminent piece 
of Service for the King, and therefore was to be Inroled in 
the Kings Chronicles , amongſt his V Vorthies, Eſther 6, 
3,2, 

'So "ito with the Lord, he hath a Book of Remembrance in 
which his V Vorthies are Inroled, in which they are kept alive 
for a Memorial to Poſterity. Oh ! me-thinks, to conſider ſeri- 
ouſly,that theſe People in all the days of Liberty, Freedom and 
Proſperity , when they ſerved God, and met together and 
ſpake one to another, we do not find that God hearkened and 
heard then, and that he called for hs Book of Remembrance then; 
but he doth it now when they in ſuch a day Owned Him, 
and Stood «4 for Him : As if the Lord would intimate to us, 
that though he might ſilently paſſe over or forget all our a&- 
ings for him, and ſervings of Him, and meetings in a day of 
proſperity, when Religion was in faſhion, no Crime to be Re- 
ligious : Ok but in a day of Adverlſity, in a day of Backſlide- 
ing, of great V Vickedneſſe and Abomination,God will not fi- 
lently paſſe over, he will not forget his Peoples Services, and 
Agtings for himin ſuch a day ; Then, when his People bore 
a Publick Teſtimony and Met often , was the very time 
in which the Lord Hearkgned, and called for his Book of Re- 
mwembrance. | 

Oh my dear Friends ! How ſhould this move you, induce 
you, draw you forth to this work andduty ? Would you be ac- 
counted the Worthies of God, to be Inroled in his Book of Ke- 
membrance > Oh then A& Eminently for God, be Publick for 
him, Stand up for him, Own him in his V Vayes, VVor- 
ſhips and Appointments. 


 AFifth Reaſon, why we ſhould Bear a Publick Teſtimony 
for God,is,Becauſe if we do not ze will be eftremed and looked upon 
.« being aſhamed of Him ; and truly if we be aſhamed of him 
now, 


( 27:.) | : | 
now, he will one day be aſhamed of us. See Mark 8. 38, 
VVhoſorver therefore 1s afhamed of me , and of my words tnithis 
ſinful and adulterous Generation, of him will T be aſhamed, when I 
come in the glory of my Father with his holy Angels, I do wiſh 
with my Soul ;” that all the Lotd's People would ſeriouſly 
lay this Sctipture to heart, That | whoſoever | is aſhamed 
to Own Chriſt now, He will in Hu Day be aſhamed to Own them, 
And Chriſt ſeems to intimate when Profeſſors are moſt apt 
to be aſhamed of Him, and that is, in thes adulterons and ſinful 
Generation : He may well and properly call this Generati- 
tion, adulterews, they_have adulterated and changed the holy 
and pure VVorſhip and Commands of God. 1ſa, 24. F. 
God complains there, That they had tranſgreſſed His Laws and 
changed His Ordinances, And Ila. 29. 30, And their fear 
towards me, ſaith God, z taught by the Precepts of men, as it 
is at this day; and this is Spiritual Adultery,and Spiritual For- 
nication, which molt Ages have been guilty of, Now for atty 
man that hath Owned and Profeſled Chriſt, not to Appear for 
him, and Own his Truths and Ordinances in this adulterors 
Generation, What 1s it lefle than to be aſhamed of Him ? Here 
is one Thing may be Obſerved , 

T hat its poſſible for the very Diſciples and Followers of (hrift 

to be aſhamed of Him, 

Chriſt makes a large and general Propoſition | Whoſoever | 
ſhall be aſhamed of me ; Letit be a Paul, ora Peter, I willbe 
aſhamed of him, 1 will diſown him, It ſeems to be a ſtrange 
DoArine, That the Followers of the Lord may be aſhamed of 
Him : Really, I ſhould hardly have believed it, had not 
the mouth of Chriſt ſpoken it ; What, to be aſhamed of (Chriſt / 
to diſown Chriſt! Is this poſſible ? Yeazitis, | 

Oh Friends! VVho can find in their heart to- be aſhamed 
of Chriſt? He that is ſuch a good Maſter, ſuch a good Lord, 
Never any loſt by ſerving of him, never any reperſted their 
ſerving of him, he always fully and freely rewarded his Ser- 
vants and Followers : But yet, and the more is the pity, his 
Diſciples may be aſhamed of H:m, If we had no more Reaſon 
to. confirm the truth of this, our Experience were authority 
ſuſficient ; VVhat our Eyes have ſeen, and our Eares have 

D2 heard, 
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heard, how many in this little time of Trial, which we have 
gone through, have been aſhamed of Chriſt, of his VVords, 
VVorks, VVayes and People ; or elie what means their go- 
ing into Corners, into Private Places, their running into 
Heatheniſh Places, at the Wills and Commands of men 3 If 
Men ſay they ſhall not'Meet, they are contented; if Men ſay 
they muſt go to the Parochial Churchzs, they are willing to 
Conform. VVhat mean Perſons fleeing into Remote Parts, 
before they.are Purſued from their Native Parts ? Here is the 
Place, where we have Profeſſed and Owned the Lords Truth, 
and here the Lord hath called us, and therefore here they 
\ oughtto Stand toit, and Appear for it. Oh? what means 
Perſons turning their Backs upon the Works of God,: by 
Swearing againſt them > And how have many Leaders and 
Elders,been aſhamed to Own their poor impriſoned Brethren ? 
hardly that kindneſs was received, as a Viſit in the Goal ; 
the Lord lay 1t not to their charge, Oh what means mens 
uſing ſuch indire& unlawful meanes, to rid and free them- 
ſelves from Trouble and Suffering ; But that they do evi- 
dence, that they are aſhamed of the Lord, and ſo caſt off his 
Service and Crofle ? 

Oh my Brethren! In your Publick Owning of the Lord, 
2 exhorted not to be aſhamed of Him ; Be not aſhamed of His 
Wayes, though contemptible ; nor of his People, though poor 
and low : the time is coming, when they ſhall be the Ex- 
cellent, and the moſt Honourable in the Earth : Be not aſha- 
med of the Croſſe of Chriſt ; if the Lord put you upon difhi- 
cult Service, croſs Work, as I may call' it,. which is moſt 
19nomineous and ſhameful, be not aſhamed of it, Chriſt un- 
derwent much ſhame for you, it's but Reaſonable that you 
ſhould undergo a little for him ; He mattered not all the 
Scoffs, Jeers, Flouts, Buffetings, and what not? and all 
this from the hands of the Vulgar, for your. ſakes ; Oh do 
you'ſo for 'him-: Let God put you upon the meaneſt and 
worlt of Services, bz not aſhamed of it :. Oh if it ſhould come 
to paſle that you ſhould be Whipt naked-, | or put in the 
Pillory, be not aſhamed. The Martyrs of late were 1o far 
from being aſhamed, that the Ropes about their Necks they 
elteemed 
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eſteemed as Robes for Chriſt, and from Chriſt : Rerhember ' 
thoſe wotthy Souls, eAtts 5. 41. They rejoyced they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the Name of God, Let me 
tell you, that your not being aſhamed of the Lord, his Wayes, 
and Crofle, is a great and bleſſed means to advantage the 
Goſpel, 2nd to benefit Souls. See that precious Scripture 
Philip. 1. 12, 13. My Bonds, ſaith Paul, happened to the 
get roo of the Goſpel : It's a ſtrange Expreſſion, 1t ſeems to 

ea thing very unlikely, that a man being kept cloſe ſhur up 
in Priſon, and yet ſhould Advantage the Goſpel, and Fur- 
ther that. One- would have thought, that if the Apoſtle 
had been at Liberty, and been going from Country to Coun- 
try Preaching, that might indeed have been a Furtherance 
to. the Goſpel ; Nevertheleſfle his Bonds and Impriſonment 
did. The Reaſon follows, 

But to the Second Thing. The Apoſtle by his Bonds did not 
only Further the Goſpel,but benefited Souls alſo, See Verſ. 14. 
Many of the Brethren waxed Confident by my Bonds, Aftrange 
ProduCt of Sufferings ! one would have thought, they would 
have been caſt down, timerous, ready to draw back, to be 
diſcouraged, becauſe their Champion was gone: no, they were 
not. But how can thele things be, that they by Pam's Bonds 
ſhould wax (orfident, ' and the Goſpel be Furthered ? See the 
Reaſon of it, Verſe 20. Paul was in nothing aſhamed, but bad 
all boldueſſe ; Was in nothing, no not of the Crofle of Chriſt ; 
There was a lively Spirit in Pax! which attended him in 
Sufferings, which the men of the World kney not of, 

It's reported amongſt the adiars, that when the uſe of Let- 
ters came firſt among them, they admired at it, that ſome 
Ink being done upon Paper, Perſons, though they: lived a 
Thouſand miles aſunder, could yet Converſe by a piece of 
Paper, and know each others Minds ; The Ind:ans concluded 
there was ſome Spiritin the Paper. So when men do ſee the 
wonderful effeRs and carryings forth of God's People” in 
 Sufferings, they may well conclude with the 1nd:ars, that there 
is ſome Spirit init, ſome lively Spirit for God, in nothing to 
be aſhamed, but to have all boldneſle; - © F4 
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Now, as fot ſuch as be AN of Chriſt now, he will, un- 
teſſe they repent, be aſhamed of them; and it's (ad to conſider 
that in that day wherein Chrilt may do the moſt good, and 
wherein you will ttand in the moſt need, then for him to be 
aſhamed of you, to diſown you ; which if you had not been #- 
ſhamed of him in this adulterous Generation , you might now 
have ſhared with Him in Glory, and been equal with his holy 
Angels. | ND Ing | 


The S:xth and Laſt Reaſon, why the People of the Lord 
ought to Bear a Publick Teſtimony for him before the World, 
is, Becauſe (and pray mind it) ('hrift will Publickly own bis 
People before his Father and his holy Angels. 

He that ſhall Confeſſe me, ſaith Chriſt, him will T confeſſe be- 
fore my Father ; As the Lords People Bear a Publick Teftimo- 
ny and Owning cf Chriſt, ſo one day He will do ſo to them :In 
that great day of Tribunal,when the Judge of the whole Earth 
ſhall paſſe a righteous Sentence and Judgement ; Firlt, He 
will bring his People upon the Stage before all -the World, 
and whereas they have lived and died, with great Calumnies 
upon them, as Wicked Perſons, as Hereticks, as Phanaticks, 
as the Tares, as the worſt of Perſons ; Oh in that day Chriſt 
will Own them, yea before the World and his Father,and will 
Publickly Stand a for them, and make the difference who are 
his People, and who are not ; who were the Tares, and who 
were the Phanaticks, He will ſet them before his Father and 
ſay, Theſe are my Jewels,my Lambs and Followers,they follow- 
ed me inthe Regeneration, they bore a Publick Teſtimony for 
me before the World, they Owned my Wayes, my Worſhip, 
my Ordinances, yea when it was Criminal to do ſo; yea, it 
coſt them their Liberties, their Freedoms to do it, alſo the loſs 
of outward Enjoyments, and Relations; yea, to many of them 
the deprivation of Life it ſelf; and I have engaged to them 
intheic Life time, that I would-Stand by and Own them before 
my Father. 

Novy the Lord of Heaven will clear and take off all thoſe 
blots, calumnies, and reproaches, that have lain upon his 
People in the day of their Lives and Deaths, 'See Mal. 3. 
I6, 17, 


| (.3T.) | 

16, 17, 18. In that day, ſaith God, they ſhall be mine, when I 
make up my Jewels : Good Lord, whata ſtrange ſaying is this, 
they ſhall be mine, What Lord, were they not thine, when they 
Appeared eminently for God ? when they were fingular for 
God, when they Met often together, when they Publickly Own- 
ed the Lord ? Yes, they were the Lords then, but in the day 
when he comes to make up the reſt of his m"_ he will Pub- 
lickly Own them,they ſhall then be His, that is, declaratively, 
the World ſhall know it : Alas, now they are ſtiegmatized 
with dreadful names, now they are called Phanaticks ; Oh but 
ſaith God, I will Own them, in the Day when 1 make np my 
nos there ſhall be a vaſt diſproportion, a large difference 

etween the pretions and the wile, betwixt him that ſerueth God, 
and him that doth not. 
Now a Wotd to Apply this SabjeR,and ſo Conclude with it. 


Seeing this is a Truth, That the People of God ought to be 
Publick for God, to bear a Publick Teftimony for. him, to Own 
him, in this evil day : Then I would make this Uſe of it, and 
that is | 

To Exhort all the Lords People to labony after a choice Spirit 
for God, anexcellent and ſingular Spirit for God, 


See how highly God takes notice and commends this Spirit 
in his Servant Caleb, Numb. 14. 24. He was: of another Spi- 
rit, and followed the Lord fully ; therefore; ſaith God, 1 will 
bring hims tothe Land, and he ſhall poſſeſſe 1t.. Caleb was one of 
the Lies ſent to ſearch the good Land of Promiſe; and Tex of 
thoſe Twelve that were ſent , brought wp an evil Report of the 
Land, and ſo they diſcouraged the hearts of their Brethren, 
From whence Note, | 

That the ſin of Fear us of an Infelting Nature, it will Infe8. 
The Fear of Man brings a Snare, that is atrue Proverb. And 
thus Feax went further, it bred Diſcontents in them, and _ 
rr a againſt the Lord, and. repinedat his dealings wit 
them. 

Another Evil that followed this Fear of theirs, They ſpake 
reproachfully, and caft contempt- upon. the Works of __ 
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becauſe they ſee a black and dark day over thoſe Works, there 
is an Eclipſe hath happened inthe Sun, | 

Alſo thele fearful Perſons, went to make themſelves a Ca 
tain, and ſoreturnto Egypt, to the Vomit which they had Vo- 
mitedup ; It's even ſo now , becauſe men do apprehend that 
the Work of God goes backward, therefore they will g0 back« 
wards : The Lord make them ſenfble of their evil herein. 

I, but now Caleb the Servant of the Lord was of a choiſer 
Spirit, different from his Brethren , and that chiefly in Foxr 
reſpects. 


1. Hewas very Bold and Couragious for God, did not at 
all Fear, nor was Daunted at the great Oppoſitions and Dif- 
couragements he met with : Now his Brethren were of a 
Fearful Timerous Spirit, they feared the great Walls , and the 
oreat Men there, but this was not in Ca/eb ; The great Letts, 
Difficulties, and Obſtruions, did not at all diſcourage- or 
move him, hewas of another Spirit, ſaith God, of .a more 
choiſer Spirit : Oh that this were in the Churches of God, 


2, He hada Spirit of great Faith and Confidence, in De- 


cerning his Enemies, T hey ſhall be Bread for u5,and our God will 
help us : Though no vifible means, yet he had an Eye of Faith 
fixt on God: but his Brethren were of a Faithleſs and Unbe- 
_— Spirit, but ſaith the Lord, There was another Spirit in 
Caleb. | 


3. He was very Zealous and AﬀeCtionate for God,.though 
they were ready to ſtone him, yet he did not at all abate nor 
diminiſh his Zeal for God, though his Life might have been 
in Jeopardy : now his brethren were of .baſe-and lukewarm 
Spirits for God; I, but ſaith the Loyd, ' there #5; another,, Spirit 
in my ſervant (aleb. | | | 


4. He very much perſevered in his Faithfulneſs for __ 
an 
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and ſaid, Wherefore hath the 'Lord brought uw forth" of Epyje 2 
Oh how do men now turn their backs upon the Works of God, 


pending on God, and therefore ſpeaks to his Brethren, con- 


and therefore the Lord ſaith, He hgth folens 


LES 
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d me fully : Now 
this was not in his Brethren, for they- dechned and difſerted 
this full following of the Lord, and thergfore the Lorddaith, 


that. tbere was 1545 y Caldb,a m #1 'S =xcel- 
ene Sb. AL 1 : T & 2 # 2 f3 # p_ 
Now this is that wificþ the Lord looks for and expects at 
the hands of his People, namely, a full following. of buys, both - 
in his. Requirements, and'fn all his' Difpenſations too, 
though never ſo croſle, tofleth and blood ; it God leads us 
( through a fairhful bearing Witneſs for his Truth ) to a 
Priſon, to Banithrhent, to a Gibbet or. Stake, we ought ts 
Yolfow/ bi,” , { - CLTTeE 
Believe it my Friends, it's this other Spirit, this choice 
Spirit, and no leſle, that will bear up a Chriſtians head in this 
dsy ; It's not an ordinary- Spirit that will carry him through 
all the S:orms and DNifhevlties ; It muls,ve4his Sit 
cular SgFrit, T was in Caſgh. \, A 

Laſtly, Corfider, That hecauſe of this choice Spirit, and 

following.th#Lord fully, hehould enjoy the Laud of Promiſe. 
From whence Obſerve this Truth, 
That Gad hath Choice reſerved Favours, to band: forth and be- 
ftow upon thoſe that are of a Choice Spirit, and his cloſe Fol- 
lowers. \ 
If there be any Rarity better thanother, any ſignal Delive= 
rance, they ſhall have ity they may as it were have the Lord's 
Heart and Hand to do them Good. (ohhh | 

Thefe things ſeriouſly weighed and confideted, let us be up 
and doing for our God, Confefling and, Owning of Him, and 
Follow Him fully, and ſoin the End he will Reward us, with 
Immortal Praiſe and Glory to all Eternity. 
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Here followeth ſome 


Hound Arguments ; 


To Prove and CoNnFrikm the Truth 
of Bearing A 


Publick 1 cftimony 


FOR 


G O D: 
As it is Contained in this BOO K. 


Penned by a FRIEND of Approved Integrity and 
Faithtulneſs for G O D, for no other Reaſon than ta 
make an Hedge, that the Wolf Break not in and 
Devour the Sheep, and cauſe them to Flee inta the 
FORRE ST. 


Argument. Xx. 


F Chriſt hath given full Power to his Church, as 
ſuch,to Preach the Goſpel Publickly, Adminiſter 
Ordinances, and Officiating in other Matters re- 
lating to their Meetings in the Worſhip of God ; 

Then for to Neglect or Decline , at the Command of 
Men,is to Regard Man more than Chriſt : 


But 


ſuch, to Preach the Goſpel Publickly, Adminiſter Or- 
dinances, and Officiate in all Matters relating to their 
. Meetings, in the Worſhip of God ; 
Ergo. he: x, 
Argument. 2. 4 
If God ſpared notthe Angels, when they would be 
as the Moſt High, or Intrench upon things which con- 
cerned His Soveraignty only ; Then He will not ſpare 
Rulers that do ſo, nor His People that Conſent there- 
unto. | FP 
But God ſpared not the Angels, when they would 
be as the Moſt High,or meddle with things which con- 
_ cerned His Sovereignty only ; 
Ergo. | 
/ Argument. 3. 
If it be an Evil, to te a Thief Steal and be Silent, 
then it's a Evil to ſee Chriſt Controuled or Robbed of 
His Soveraignty and be filent. 
But it is an Evil to ſee a Thief Steal, and be filent ; 
Ergo. 
Argument. 4. 
Where Rulers , have no Power to Command or 
Controul, there it's no Tranſgrefſion to Diſobey : 
But in Spiritual Matters, over mens Conſciences, 
Rulers have no Power to Command or Controul ; 
Ergo. Z 


Argument, 5. 

If the Church and Servants of Chriſt in theſe dayes, 
are bound to Follow the Example of Chriſt, and his 
Church in the Primitive Time,and they Met Publickly 
as a Church, againſt the Laws of the Rulers; "mp 

FED 11. the 


But Chriſt hath given full Power to his Church, as -*% 


© the Churchand Seryantsf-Chriſt now, are bound to 


Meet together Pnblickly as a Church,againſt the Laws - 
of Rulers : 7 E: 

But the Church :and Servants of Chriſt in theſe - 
days are bound to Follow the Example of Chriſt, and 
his Church in the Primitive Times, and they Met as a 
Church Publickly, againſt the Laws of Rulers ; 

Ergo. q 
Argument. 6, 

It Chriſt hath fer His Church as a Light to- the 
World, and an Enſign on a Hill ; Then they muſt Ap- 
pear as a Church Publickly-before the World, and not 

keepunder a Buſhel, or run into Corners : 
| But Chriſt hath ſet his Church as a Light to the- 
World, and an Enſign ona Hill 

Ergo, OR = 
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If God hath 'Ownedand- Honoured his People, in 
their Meeting often'together, and in Bearing a Publick! 
Tefttmony for Him; in an evil day, and He is the ſame 
tor Ever; Then His People ought to be Encauraged 
to Continue and Promote Meetings , and to Bear a 
Publick Teſtimony for God inan Evil day - | 

But God hath Owned and Horioured His People in 
their Meetings often together, and Bearing a Publick 
Teſtimony for Him, im an Ewil:day, and Heis the ſame 
tor Ever ; Meek 

Ergo. 
| | Argument. 8. on +5" 3 

It the Scriptare Commends Meeting: together as a 
Vertue, and Reproves'the Negle&t thereof as a Vice, 
and that in an Evilday's Then Meeting together ought 
ro be Continued and Purſued : But 
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. Butthe Scripture CommendsMecting together as a 
Virtue, and Reproves the Neglect thereof as a Vice 5 

Ergo, | 

Argument. 9. 

If we ſhould Urge that for a Reaſon to Neglect 
Meeting together, which the Spirit of God Urgeth as 
a Reaſon to Frequent Mecting,and the People of God 
have found help therein ; Then we . ſhould Peryert 
Scripture : 

But to Urge an Evil day as a Reaſon to Neglc&t 
Meeting together; is to Urge that fora Reaſon, which 
the holy Ghoft Urgeth as a Reaſon to Frequent Meet- 
ing, and the People of Godihave found Help therein ; 

Ergo. | ' 
Argument, 10, 

- 1fthe Prudent Prophets and Apoſtles could not bur - 
Speak the Things they had Learned of God, to the 
hazard of their Lives in an Evil day 5 Then the Pru- 
dent mul} not keep ſilent in Religious Matters in an Evil 

TE gt 
But the Prudent Prophets and Apoſtles, could not 
but Speak the Things they had Learned of God , 
though to the hazard of . their Lives in an Evil 
day ; | - | | 

Ergo. 

' r 4; ' Argument, 11, 

- If it betheWartare of the Saints,to contend earne/t- 
ly for the Fatth and! Soveraignty of Chriſt,and Freedom 
of-His People, in Religious Matters, againſt all that 
Oppoſe them Publickly .z.'Then they cannot be as 1//:/e 
as Serpents and Innocent as Doves , in ſeeing them 
Trampled upon, and be filent : 0 
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* Butit is the Warfars of Saints to Contend for the 
Faith and Sovere:gnty of Chriſt and Freedom of His 
People in Religious Matters, againſt all that Oppoſe 
the ſame Pablickly ; 


Ergo, 
Argument. I2. 


If it be the Character of a Righteous Man to be 
Bold in the Purſuit of a good Cauſe ; Fhen they that 
Flee, and give place to the Devil are not Righteous : 

But it 1s the Character of a Righteous Man to be 
Bold in the Purſuit of a good Cauſe ; | 


Ergo. 
Argument, 13. 


That which Papiſts, or Epiſcopal Men and other 
ſorts of Profeſſors Contend for as their Principle , 
when the Powers are againſt them, as of right to be 
Allowed; and yet to be againſt it, when the Powers 
are on their ſide, renders them Inconſiſtent in Princi- 
| ples, or Hypocrites in Profeſſion : 


But Liberty to Meet together ro Worſhi d, ac- 
cording to their Underſtanding and Conſcience , is 
that, that the Papiſts,or Epiſcopal Men,and other Pro- 
feſſors have Contended for, when the Powers have 
been againſt them,” as of Rightto be allowed ; 


Ergo. | 
Argum. 


g 


'(39) 
Argument, 14. 


To do to all Men, as we would have Men do to us, 
is the Law of the Goſpel : 


But he that would have the Liberty of his Religion 
when he is Undermoſt, and will not grant it to others 
when he is Uppermoſt, doth not do to others as he 
would be done unto 3 


Dogs, 
To him that knowes to do well, and doth it not , to him it 
7, a 
P you know theſe things, Pappy are ye if bi do them 3 
And that you may do them, is the Defire of  - 


> 


D. R. 
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